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Question:  Are the latest scientific discoveries moving TOWARD religious writings or AWAY from them?  

· Answer:  Science moving AWAY from almost all religious writings
· Latest discoveries are pulling foundations out from under sacred writings of pantheism, dualism, Buddhism, Confucianism, the Muslim religion 

· Happening in 2 ways:
· They either reflected the prevailing science of their day 

· Or the scientific ignorance of their writers.

· There is only ONE ancient Book the latest science is corroborating with every passing day.  What Book is that?
· The Bible.  

· Quite a statement…let’s see if we can back it up – 

Psalms 19:1-4

“The heavens declare the glory of God; the skies proclaim the work of his hands. Day after day they pour forth speech; night after night they display knowledge. There is no speech or language where their voice is not heard. Their voice goes out into all the earth, their words to the ends of the world.”
Take look at 7 Biblical statements about universe 

· unknowable at the time

· many counter-intuitive/opposed to scientific thought at that time

Bible Assertion #1

The universe had a beginning
Genesis 1:1
“In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.” 

Until recently, modern scientists laughed at the idea that the universe had a definite beginning in finite time

· Astronomer Carl Sagan best-known for his award-winning television series “Cosmos: A Personal Voyage” 
· seen by more than 600 million people in over 60 countries

· most widely watched PBS program in history.
· Carl Sagan’s most famous quote: 
· "The Cosmos is all that is, or ever was, or ever will be."

But in 1990, astronomers proved Carl Sagan WRONG – along with the majority of scientists who used to agree with him

· Just 19 years ago, the new Cosmic Background Explorer satellite was able to take a detailed spectrum of the microwave background radiation. 
· These studies showed that the radiation is in nearly perfect agreement with the Big Bang theory that says the universe DOES have a beginning. 
Impossible to overstate the impact of this stunning development in scientific circles

· Robert Jastrow earned PhD in Theoretical Physics, from Columbia.  Taught at Yale before being tapped to head NASA’s department of theoretical research in cosmology, astronomy, and planetary sciences. 
· NOT a Christian. 

· But when Big Bang confirmed:
· “For the scientist who has lived by his faith in the power of reason, the story ends like a bad dream. He has scaled the mountains of ignorance; he is about to conquer the highest peak; as he pulls himself over the final rock, he is greeted by a band of theologians who have been sitting there for centuries.”
· Not centuries, Dr. Jastrow…millennia 

· And not theologians of ALL religions – just one:  the Bible

Bible Assertion #2

The entire human race is descended from Adam and Eve

Acts 17:26; Genesis 2:8; 1:27; 3:20

“From one man he made every nation of men, that they should inhabit the whole earth…Now the LORD God had planted a garden in the east, in Eden; and there he put the man he had formed.  So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him; male and female he created them.  Adam named his wife Eve, because she would become the mother of all the living.”
Charles Darwin carefully avoided addressing how humans got their start in his famous book, “The Origin of Species”

· But he finally came out with his theory of human origins in his book, “The Descent of Man.” 
· He speculated that, like all species, humanity simply evolved:

· “In a series of forms graduating insensibly from some ape-like creature to man as he now exists, it would be impossible to fix on any definite point when the term 'man' ought to be used."
That was then…this is NOW:

· In the mid-eighties – with the help of mitochondrial DNA – geneticist Allan Wilson from the University of California determined WHERE the first people came from 

· Increasingly precise DNA studies have repeatedly confirmed his findings since:
· Researchers now consider it common knowledge that all people are related to one single woman, whom they call the, "mitochondrial Eve." Analysis of our genes shows that the whole of humanity descends from this woman via an unbroken chain of mothers. 
· Researchers have also determined there was a, "Y chromosome Adam," the primal father of all of us. 
· Today, the scientific community is in virtual agreement:
· All people of the world – no matter what skin color – came into existence from ONE man and ONE woman…
· …in a place very near a location that matches the Bible description of the Garden of Eden. 
Bible Assertion #3

God calls “darkness” a separate entity that has the property of “location.”
Job 38:18-20

“Have you comprehended the vast expanses of the earth? Tell me, if you know all this. What is the way to the abode of light? And where does darkness reside? Can you take them to their places? Do you know the paths to their dwellings?”

God talks about darkness as though it’s a TANGIBLE THING that’s located in a specific PLACE
· The science of that time thought that was absurd

· “Darkness isn’t a THING – it’s merely the absence of LIGHT!”

Today, nobody’s laughing

· As of the Wilkinson Microwave Probe conducted just last year:
· We now know that all the planets in the universe comprise only – 

· one ten thousandth of the cosmos
· Ordinary BRIGHT matter (stars and star remnants)?

· only 27 hundredths of the cosmos

· The rest of the universe isn’t just “dark” – it’s dark MATTER

· 4.35% is Ordinary Dark Matter

· WHERE does Ordinary Dark Matter reside?

· everywhere on the entire cosmic surface, at the exact same strength

· 23.3% is Exotic Dark Matter

· WHERE does Exotic Dark Matter reside?

· in far-out halos around large galaxies and galaxy clusters

· 72.1% is Dark Energy – which was only discovered 10 years ago!
· WHERE does Dark Energy reside?

· in closer halos around galaxies of ALL types
Bottom line: 
· Thousands of years ago, the Bible got it right

· Darkness is a SUBSTANCE

· It’s located in a specific places
· AND…just happens to comprise more than 99% of the cosmos!
Bible Assertion #4
The number of stars in the universe is as uncountable as the grains of sand on the seashore.
Jeremiah 33:22
“I will make the descendants of David my servant and the Levites who minister before me as countless as the stars of the sky and as measureless as the sand on the seashore.”
But the scientists in Jeremiah’s day believed you COULD count the stars:  
· Their total number? 1,100!

· During Jeremiah’s lifetime, for a thing to be classified as “uncountable,” you needed a number that exceeded one billion.
Today, astronomers estimate there are a few more than 1,100 stars –
· It now appears there are approximately 50 billion TRILLION stars in the observable universe!

Jeremiah compared the stars in the sky to the sand on the seashore…

· The number of sand grains on earth is estimated to be somewhere between 1020 and 1024. 
· The total number of stars we know about is around 1022 – or roughly the same as the number of grains of sand on earth.
How could Jeremiah have known that 2,500 years ago?

· He couldn’t have

· Only God…
Bible Assertion #5
The heavens are being stretched out like a tent
Isaiah 40:21-22

“Do you not know? Have you not heard? Has it not been told you from the beginning? Have you not understood since the earth was founded? He sits enthroned above the circle of the earth, and its people are like grasshoppers. He stretches out the heavens like a canopy, and spreads them out like a tent to live in.”
Notice the tense being used: the PRESENT

· Doesn’t say God STRETCHED out the universe long ago

· “He STRETCHES” – as though it’s ongoing
· And it IS!

For thousands of years, scientists believed the universe was STATIC

· Even Albert Einstein’s General Theory of Relativity called for a “cosmological constant.”
· In 1929 – just 80 years ago – Einstein publicly admitted he made a mistake

Just 11 years ago – in 1998 – scientists were able to conclusively confirm that the universe is doing exactly what God told Job:

· It is – PRESENT TENSE – expanding!

In fact, five ancient Bible writers – Job, David, Isaiah, Jeremiah, and Zechariah—all described this expansion more than 2,000 years ago
· For centuries the Bible stood alone as the only text making such a claim about the universe.
But that’s not all God revealed to Job!

· We now know that all the matter and energy of the universe are confined to the cosmic SURFACE

· Kind of like a…like a…TENT!

Bible Assertion #6
The entire creation is being exquisitely finely-tuned to support life in a way that defies mere chance

Colossians 1:16-17; Hebrews 1:3
“For by him all things were created: things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or powers or rulers or authorities; all things were created by him and for him. He is before all things, and in him all things hold together. The Son is the radiance of God's glory and the exact representation of his being, sustaining all things by his powerful word.”

Scientific awareness of fine-tuning is exploding

· In 1998 we knew of 15 features that required fine-tuning for ANY kind of physical life to exist

· In 2006 we knew of 140 features requiring fine-tuning for any kind of life to exist!
· In 1995 we knew of 41 features that required fine-tuning for simple life forms to permanently exist

· In 2006 we knew of 676 features that required fine tuning for simple life forms to permanently exist

· Let me give you just 2 of those 676:

First:  The fine-tuning of Dark Energy

Astrophysicist Hugh Ross:  “If dark energy were changed by as little as one part in 10120, the universe would be unable to support life.”

· That’s a tiny number!

· Compared to mass of entire universe, that’s a billionth of a trillionth of a trillionth of an electron’s mass

Second:  THE FINE-TUNING OF THE MASS DENSITY OF THE UNIVERSE

If the mass density of the total universe were smaller, stars like the Sun and planets like Earth could not form. 
· If the mass density were greater, only stars much larger than the Sun would form. Either way, no life could exist.

How much wiggle room?

· Not much.  

· The required fine-tuning is so extreme – one part in a quadrillion quadrillion quadrillion quadrillion – 

·    that if you removed or added a single dime's worth of mass to this vast cosmos, life would not be possible.
But that’s only the fine-tuning required for SIMPLE life
· How much fine-tuning is required for an astronomical body like EARTH to exist –

· – a body capable of supporting human beings and equipping them to launch and sustain a global, high-technology civilization?

· 10700
· To put the number 10700 in perspective:

· That’s almost TEN TIMES the total number of protons and neutrons in the entire observable universe (1079)
Bible Assertion #7
This universe and everything in it will come to an end.

Matthew 24:35

“Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will never pass away.”
Revelation 21 explains that God is going to create a NEW heaven and earth

· Designed for us to enjoy forever

As recently as 60 years ago, scientists scoffed at the idea that our universe was doomed

· But today, the condescending chuckles have died out
With every passing year, the universe stretches out faster than it did the previous year – which accelerates the coming “heat death” of the universe

· It is simply a matter of time until the galaxies, stars and planets will begin moving away from one another faster than the speed of light
· Eventually, the sun will be separated from the earth, ending the possibility of all life on earth

· But don’t worry – long before the sun disappears from sight, it will burn out – as will all the other stars in the universe

· As this happens, the entire universe will drop to the same cold, dark, uniform temperature, extinguishing all life

So even if God chose NOT to end life on earth through supernatural means…

· It wouldn’t matter.

· We’re on the Titanic.

· It’s going down.

So where does all this leave us?

· Just about where Stephen Hawking described, in his bestselling science book of all time:  A BRIEF HISTORY OF TIME

· Hawking – who is NOT a Christian – wrote these stunning words:

· “It would be very difficult to explain why the universe should have begun in just this way, except as the act of a God who intended to create beings like us.”

Why would one of the most celebrated scientific minds of our day make such a politically incorrect statement?

· Because of the growing preponderance of evidence!

We now have incredibly powerful tools at our disposal that are allowing for phenomenal advances in science – 
· the Sloan Digital Sky Survey in New Mexico
· the orbiting Hubble Space Telescope
· the mammoth Keck Telescope in Hawaii
· sensitive radio detectors in Antarctica
· just to name a few! 

· In some disciplines, the knowledge base is now doubling every 4-5 years

And with every discovery – 

· the Bible keeps looking better…and better…and better
Which raises a huge question:

· In light of this growing body of evidence…
· why do so many educated people continue to ignore the evidence for a Creator…
· and the supernatural authorship of the Bible?  
#1 – Most of them are IGNORANT of it!

· They DON’T KNOW what the Bible says!

· They haven’t read it for themselves!

· They haven’t yet been exposed to the growing body of literature that is documenting this incredible harmony between science and the Bible

But there’s a far DARKER reason, as well:

John 3:19

“This is the verdict: Light has come into the world, but men loved darkness instead of light because their deeds were evil.”
If I admit there is a God…then I’m accountable to Him!

· I’m not my own boss

· God has the right to tell me how to live

· And I have an obligation to live that way – or else!

So if I’m hell-bent on being my own boss…

· I’ve got to UN-INVENT God!

Absolutely EVERYTHING depends on my being able to come up with SOME kind of theory 
· that explains how all this got here – 

· APART from God!
What’s the definition of “Science?”
· “The unbiased pursuit of the best explanation for all the evidence.”

· BTW – that’s a BIBLICAL concept:

1 Thessalonians 5:21

“Test everything. Hold on to the good.”

The fatal error of PC (Politically Correct) Science:

· “The pursuit of the best NATURAL explanation for all the evidence.”

So what if the best explanation for all the evidence is a SUPERnatural one?  

· The PC scientist rules it out – “Because the only explanation I will accept is a natural one.”

Pity the poor scientist who’s ruled out God…
· And THEN discovers that the latest findings keep pointing TOWARD God! 

Well, he’s got to come up with SOME explanation other than God – right?

· But when he does…he begins to look very, very foolish

Richard Dawkins is an evolutionary biologist

· He’s a former Oxford University professor and an avowed atheist

· He’s affectionately known as “Darwin’s Rottweiler”

Immensely popular writer and speaker – I’ve read 3 of his books

· THE SELFISH GENE

· THE BLIND WATCHMAKER

· THE GOD DELUSION (sold more than 1 ½ million copies)

Dawkins has probably done as much to undermine the faith of the uninformed…

· as any other current writer

But leave it to Ben Stein – in the documentary movie, “EXPELLED”

· to expose the absurdity of what’s left

· when you cannot bear to admit there’s a God:

“EXPELLED” clip
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