MASTERY
06/14/09 Summit • Week 1 of 3 “Drugs” in the Series: “Free!”
Addiction:

· Something I’ve GOT to have…GOT to do – no matter what!
Can be:

· Illegal drug – pot or cocaine

· LEGAL drug – like LorTabs

· Alcohol, cigarettes

· Particular foods, soft drinks

· A person – wife or husband, children, friends

· A feeling

· A sport – except for Colts football, which is deeply spiritual

· Pornography

· A hobby

· Internet – Twitter, FaceBook, just surfing

· Your work

· Activity – Xbox360, scrapbooking, WiiSports, SuDOku, American Idol, 24

· Even exercise!
Some on that list ALWAYS wrong…

· Illegal drugs…Pornography…anything harmful to mind or body 
But what’s WRONG with having an addiction to the REST?

· GOD’S perspective:  Exodus 20:2-6 [p. 54]

What’s wrong with having addiction from PERSONAL perspective?

· (Proverbs 25:28)  Like a city whose walls are broken down is a man who lacks self-control.

· 1 Corinthians 6:12, “‘Everything is permissible for me’—but not everything is beneficial. ‘Everything is permissible for me’—but I will not be mastered by anything.” 

So why do we TAKE harmful drugs or allow ourselves to become addicted?

· Can happen INNOCENTLY
· (Ecclesiastes 9:12)  “As fish are caught in a cruel net, or birds are taken in a snare, so men are trapped by evil times that fall unexpectedly upon them.”

Somebody may have led you astray
· (Proverbs 1:10, 15)  “My son, if sinners entice you, do not give in to them…do not go along with them, do not set foot on their paths.”
Attempt to escape reality
· (Proverbs 31:4-7)  "It is not for kings, O Lemuel-- not for kings to drink wine, not for rulers to crave beer, lest they drink and forget what the law decrees, and deprive all the oppressed of their rights. Give beer to those who are perishing, wine to those who are in anguish; let them drink and forget their poverty and remember their misery no more.

Longing to experience what only GOD can give!
· One woman in our congregation called hydrocodone, “Instant Holy Spirit!”
· (Galatians 5:22-23)  But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control. Against such things there is no law. 
See if you agree with this Samuel Johnson quote:

IMAG 01
“The chains of habit are too weak to be felt until they are too strong to be broken.” ~Samuel Johnson

But is that TRUE? Not if you’ve truly given your life to Jesus!
· (Philippians 4:13)  I can do everything through him who gives me strength.
· (Galatians 5:24} Those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the sinful nature with its passions and desires.

STAGE 1

The Big 4

1. No excuses:  Confess it as the sin of IDOLATRY

· (1 John 1:9-10)  If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness. {10} If we claim we have not sinned, we make him out to be a liar and his word has no place in our lives.

2. Beg Jesus for His help!

· (1 John 2:1)  My dear children, I write this to you so that you will not sin. But if anybody does sin, we have one who speaks to the Father in our defense--Jesus Christ, the Righteous One.

3. CHANGE my PEOPLE, PLACES and THINGS

· (1 Corinthians 15:33)  Do not be misled: "Bad company corrupts good character."
4. Pray SPECIFICALLY…with THANKS!

· (Philippians 4:6-7) “Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.”
STAGE 2

Change my FOCUS

5. Get it OFF my addiction…
· (Romans 13:12-14) “The night is nearly over; the day is almost here. So let us put aside the deeds of darkness and put on the armor of light. Let us behave decently, as in the daytime, not in orgies and drunkenness, not in sexual immorality and debauchery, not in dissension and jealousy. Rather, clothe yourselves with the Lord Jesus Christ, and do not think about how to gratify the desires of the sinful nature.”
6. Get it ON my goal.

· (Philippians 4:8) “Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable--if anything is excellent or praiseworthy--think about such things.”
7. Picture my joy on the other side of this cross!

· Hebrews 12:2 – “Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy set before him endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of God. Consider him who endured such opposition from sinful men, so that you will not grow weary and lose heart.”
· Last week 2 Co. 10:5, “Take captive every thought…”
8. The GREATS are watching…and so’s Grandma
· (Hebrews 12:1) “Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us throw off everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles, and let us run with perseverance the race marked out for us.”
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