GETTING THE MOST OUT OF GOD’S GOOD GIFT

SRS Summit • Week 2 of “Sex” in the Series: “Free!”
“Free” series

· 3 weeks on Bible principles about money

· 3 weeks on the Bible teaching about sex

· 3 weeks of Biblical insights into our habits and addictions…and drugs

Today, part 2:

· On sex!

Last week we acknowledged that some people don’t want to hear about sex in church and many preachers NEVER preach on it! [woman story]
· BUT here’s the issue:  If we DON’T teach about sex in church…

· People will assume Bible has nothing to SAY about it

· And turn to heathen society for their answers!

So last week laid foundation:

· God invented sex!

· Sex is one of God’s creations that He called, “very good!”

· Saw that God doesn’t hesitate to teach us about sex 

· Bible talks about sex from Genesis to Revelation

· Reminded in Scripture: “Sex” the method God CHOSE to create us in His image!

· Saw that sex is the nitroglycerin of relationships!

We acknowledged that some people think of sex as one of God’s SECOND-CLASS gifts

· But we went to Book of James and saw that wasn’t fair to God!

· God told Peter, “Do not call anything impure that God has made clean.”

· Concluded last week by listing a dozen major HEALTH benefits God has built into His good gift of lovemaking

Saw that those benefits extend from young newlyweds…

· …all the way to senior citizens

We pointed out that Bible devotes entire BOOK to lovemaking

· Song of Songs – written 3,000 years ago
· One of most erotic books in all ancient literature:  

In fact, we’re encouraging you to read whole book this month

· Just 8 chapters

NEXT week, LORD willing, going to open our Bibles and deal with subject that has become HUGE issue in our society: 

· Homosexuality

But today – answering your Bible QUESTIONS about sex 

· Asked you to turn in your questions

· Did you EVER!  Number of you stopped me in aisles and halls after SERVICE last Sunday!

· Others used plain, unmarked envelope to mail in question

· Ready?  Let’s go!

# 1. I think this series on sex is great!  But would you please mention that simple things like using breath mints, losing weight, and getting in shape are also a big help in having a better sex life?

Titus 3:1-2

“Remind the people to be…considerate…” 

# 2.  Why do my some of my Christian friends seem to have more freedom than I do on the subject of sex?  We’re both reading the same Bible!
Romans 14:1-5, 14
“Accept him whose faith is weak, without passing judgment on disputable matters. One man's faith allows him to eat everything, but another man, whose faith is weak, eats only vegetables. The man who eats everything must not look down on him who does not, and the man who does not eat everything must not condemn the man who does, for God has accepted him. Who are you to judge someone else's servant? To his own master he stands or falls. And he will stand, for the Lord is able to make him stand. One man considers one day more sacred than another; another man considers every day alike. Each one should be fully convinced in his own mind.  As one who is in the Lord Jesus, I am fully convinced that no food is unclean in itself. But if anyone regards something as unclean, then for him it is unclean.” 

# 3. I’m a widow who was abused by my husband when he was alive.  I have several children whom I love very much.  I’m still single.  I would LOVE to be married to a trustworthy Christian man to whom I could give myself totally.

# 4. I am an older man whose wife left me years ago.  I would love to meet a Christian woman with whom I could share my life.  But I’m no looker, I don’t have much money and I am facing some serious health issues.  Your sermon last week put me in touch with feelings I haven’t had for some time…but I feel like the circumstances of my life rule all that out.  Should I just accept that this part of my life is gone forever?

# 5.  I was a Lesbian for many years.  But then I came here and gave my life to Christ.  God has taken away my sinful desires and replaced them with a genuine desire for Christian male companionship.  Do you know of a Godly man who would be willing to take a chance with me?

Jeremiah 32:27

"I am the LORD, the God of all mankind. Is anything too hard for me?” 

Psalms 37:4

“Delight yourself in the LORD and he will give you the desires of your heart.”

# 6. Pastor Steve, what does the Bible say about [lists a specific sex act]?  Please answer this question this Sunday.  I will be sitting in a pew waiting to hear your answer.  Thank you very much.

The 13 behaviors that will harm your sex life:

1. Sexual immorality

2. Impurity

3. Debauchery

4. Orgies

5. Sex with a prostitute

6. Sex with someone to whom you are not married

7. Sex with a person of the same sex

8. Sex with an animal

9. Heathenistic lust

10. Sex worship

11. Mental adultery

12. Coarse joking

13. Obscenity

_________

Galatians 5:19-21; 1 Corinthians 6:12-20; Proverbs 5:1-14; 1 Thessalonians 4:3-5; Titus 3:3; Exodus 20:3; Ephesians 5:3-4; Deuteronomy 27:21; Romans 1:26-27; Matthew 5:28

Those are the “guardrails” – everything else up to you!

· Bible does NOT forbid vast majority of so-called controversial sex acts

Let me remind you again of Romans 14:
· “Accept him whose faith is weak, without passing judgment on disputable matters. As one who is in the Lord Jesus, I am fully convinced that no food is unclean in itself. But if anyone regards something as unclean, then for him it is unclean.” 

However – out of respect for those who have less freedom in these areas – not going to name them specifically in a worship service

· But Judy and I have dealt with every one of them BY NAME in our FLO seminars

· If you’ve always wondered about one of them, come up to either of us after the service and we’ll give you a straight answer!
# 7.  My wife thinks some of the sites I visit on the Internet are a sin.  I don’t see any problem with it.  I’m not hurting anybody.  I’ve never cheated on her and I never will.  If she didn’t come up with so many excuses to not have sex, maybe I wouldn’t feel the need to visit those sites.

Matthew 5:27-30

"You have heard that it was said, 'Do not commit adultery.' But I tell you that anyone who looks at a woman lustfully has already committed adultery with her in his heart. If your right eye causes you to sin, gouge it out and throw it away. It is better for you to lose one part of your body than for your whole body to be thrown into hell. And if your right hand causes you to sin, cut it off and throw it away. It is better for you to lose one part of your body than for your whole body to go into hell.
· “Eye” = thought life

· “Hand” = actions

1 Samuel 16:7
“Man looks at the outward appearance, but the LORD looks at the heart.” 
1 Corinthians 7:3-5

“The husband should fulfill his marital duty to his wife, and likewise the wife to her husband. The wife's body does not belong to her alone but also to her husband. In the same way, the husband's body does not belong to him alone but also to his wife. Do not deprive each other except by mutual consent and for a time, so that you may devote yourselves to prayer. Then come together again so that Satan will not tempt you because of your lack of self-control.” 

# 8.  “Sometimes I have thoughts about sex I know I shouldn’t have.  It’s not like I plan to have them – they just pop in my mind.  What am I supposed to DO when that happens?”

2 Corinthians 10:5

“…we take captive every thought to make it obedient to Christ.” 

# 9.  Is it wrong to study instructional materials to improve our sex life?  What about reading sexual fiction and nonfiction?

· Song of Songs 7:6-10 [p. 482]

# 10.  What about reading novels or magazine articles that describe sinful sexual acts committed by the characters, as part of the story?

Genesis 19:4-8

“Before they had gone to bed, all the men from every part of the city of Sodom—both young and old—surrounded the house. They called to Lot, ‘Where are the men who came to you tonight? Bring them out to us so that we can have sex with them.’ Lot went outside to meet them and shut the door behind him and said, ‘No, my friends. Don't do this wicked thing. Look, I have two daughters who have never slept with a man. Let me bring them out to you, and you can do what you like with them. But don't do anything to these men, for they have come under the protection of my roof.”

Proverbs 4:23, 25-26

 “Above all else, guard your heart, for it is the wellspring of life. Let your eyes look straight ahead, fix your gaze directly before you. Make level paths for your feet and take only ways that are firm.” 

Don’t miss next week:  

· HOMOSEXUALS…AND HOMOPHOBES

· Bring friends and family members struggling with this issue!
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